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Fast-paced and easy to use, this concise book teaches you the basics of Windows Vista so you can

start using this operating system right away. Written by "New York Times" columnist, bestselling

author, Emmy-winning CBS News correspondent and Missing Manuals creator David Pogue, the

book will help you:Navigate the desktop, including the fast, powerful and fully integrated desktop

search functionUse the Media Center to record TV and radio, present photos, play music, and

record all of these to a DVDBreeze across the Web with the vastly improved Internet Explorer 7

tabbed browserBecome familiar with Vista's beefed up security, and much moreWindows Vista is a

vast improvement over its predecessors, with an appealing, glass-like visual overhaul, superior

searching and organization tools, a multimedia and collaboration suite, and a massive,

top-to-bottom security-shield reconstruction. Every corner of the traditional Windows operating

system has been tweaked, overhauled, or replaced entirely.Aimed at new and experienced

computer users alike, Windows Vista for Starters: The Missing Manual is right there when you need

it. This jargon-free book explains Vista's features quickly and clearly -- revealing which work well

and which don't.
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Did you know that "Mork and Mindy" was a spinoff from the hit TV show "Happy Days". While Mork

only appeared in one episode, that was enough to make it a hit. Sometimes spinoffs are great.

"Mork and Mindy" was hilarious. Then you have other spinoffs that are pale imitations of the original.

Does anyone remember Joanie Loves Chachi? Probably not. Windows Vista for Starters is a

spin-off from the highly respected "Missing Manual" series. Unfortunately, it's more of a "Joanie

Loves Chachi" of the computer book world. Skip this spinoff book and head straight for the original :

"Windows Vista, The Missing Manual.First off, there was an extremely funny error that hopefully will

be corrected later on. On page 11 in the book, under "Mouse and Keyboard Essentials" you find the

opening statement of "This book gives you three kinds of instructions that require you to use the

Mac's Mouse." Unfortunately, this was an early warning sign about the quality of the book (though

"Windows Vista the Missing Manua"l has another funny Mac reference).The most annoying problem

with the book is the spacing of screen shots and their explanations. Most of the time, I found the

screen shot a page before an explanation which made it extremely difficult to read the explanation

and see what is being talked about because I had to flip pages back and forth. While it was a

welcome breeze to have that page flipping, it was a waste of time and a example of poor editing.In

addition, while the Missing Manual clearly states which version of Vista has which features, this

book gave no such indication as to whether the feature being explained would work in a particular

version of Vista.
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